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Time is the eternal subject of philosophy. Since ancient Greek until now, human 
has been obsessed by the question of “what is time?” Heidegger’s uniqueness is that 
he realized the difficulty of the question of time is that it intrinsically relates with 
being, which is the essence of the philosophic thinking. In Heidegger’s view, the fate 
of being, the fate of metaphysics, the fate of philosophy and even the fate of human 
are linked with time. However, the western philosophy has a drawback: since being is 
prescribed by time, time itself was never investigated; therefore the question of being 
was still shadowed in the obscurity, which leaves being itself remaining forgotten. 
Therefore Heidegger sets an aim for himself that is “the Interpretation of time as the 
possible horizon for any understanding whatsoever of Being”. 
In order to shoulder such a great and enduring task, Heidegger relied on 
Husserl’s phenomenology and critically succeeded and improved Kant’s 
transcendental theory of time-space, Husserl’s intrinsic phenomenology of time and 
theological thoughts, finally established ontological phenomenology of time. 
In Heidegger’s early writings which were represented by Being and Time, he 
claimed that temporality is the meaning of Dasein’s existence. And this temporality is 
displayed in the analysis of Dasein: the three structures of Dasein’s being-in-world 
correspond to the three dimensions of time: state-of-mind (the past), understanding 
(the future) and fallenness (the present). Dasein’s these three structures have intrinsic 
unity and Heidegger defined this potentiality-for-being-a-whole as care. The unity of 
care is founded on the being-toward-death, because death is Dasein’s ownmost 
possibility, it creates and manifests ahead of itself of the future, already in itself of the 
past and alongside itself of the present. Heidegger talks about this 
three-dimensionality of the lived experience of time as the “ecstatic” unity of time, 
which means standing out from itself. Temporality is essentially ecstatical, 
temporality does not exist, temporality temporalizes and time is primordial as the 
temporalizing of temporality. Therefore the ecstatic-horizonal temporality which takes 
the future as its primary phenomenon settles the whole frame for Heidegger’s 
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The interpretation of Dasein through temporality has the feature of solipsism. 
Since early 30th Heidegger achieved a “turn” in his thought: to think “the truth of 
being” in a more primordial meaning, that is to think being and time in the sense of 
openness and presence. Such thinking brings us to the “Ereignis”, the event that gives 
time and being. It is the “Es” of “Es git”. Being, letting-presence sent in propriating, 
time brought about in propriating. Time and being appropriated in propriation. 
Although propriation is the condition of time and being’s potentiality, propriation 
itself has the property of Enteignis, therefore it cannot be thought. 
Since the truth of being is the unity of simultaneous concealment and revelation, the 
turn from the ecstatic temporality to the time appropriated in propriation is “der Schritt 
zurück”. It is an opening process which opens itself to the things to be thinking of. 
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